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HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Commerce) [2.19 pm]: I recently had the 
pleasure of representing Hon Dr Mike Nahan, MLA, Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests, at the 
invitation of the organisers and in my own right, at the tenth anniversary of Miss Africa Perth. Also in attendance 
were Hon John Castrilli, MLA, member for Bunbury and former Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural 
Interests; Ms Janine Freeman, MLA, member for Mirrabooka; Councillor Lily Chen of the City of Perth; Mr Colin 
Pettit, Commissioner for Children and Young People; and Ms Rebecca Ball, executive officer of the Office of 
Multicultural Interests. Miss Africa Perth is an annual event that aims to foster a better understanding of the African 
communities by the wider Western Australian community, promote cultural understanding, and highlight the social, 
economic and cultural issues facing African people settling in Australia. Miss Africa Perth has been running since 
2006, and is an initiative of Dr Casta Tungaraza, president of the African Women’s Council of Australia and 
Tanzania’s tourism goodwill ambassador in Australia. 
The Miss Africa Perth program provides mentoring and leadership development support for positive transformation 
of African girls by encouraging them to be youth ambassadors. It provides African youth, particularly young 
African women, with an opportunity to improve themselves through acquiring new skills, developing their talents 
and building their self-confidence. They in turn are able to project a positive image with which others in the African 
community can identify, and give themselves and their people a sense of pride in their heritage while confirming 
their place in Western Australian society. It encourages them to develop effective strategies and tools to get their 
messages heard and to be part of the solution to community problems, and is a channel through which young people 
can express their ideas, contribute their expertise and collectively participate in the advancement of society. The 
event showcases African heritage, including culture, fashion, traditions, music, art and beauty, and provides 
a snapshot of cultural and social identities. 

The contest is open to all African young women between the ages of 16 and 35. Contestants take part in an audition 
to join the program. Following the auditions, contestants undertake weekly training for three months to develop 
their personal skills, including public speaking and deportment, and prepare them for the role of youth ambassador. 
This year there were 17 finalists representing several African countries—Burundi, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Namibia, Nigeria, South Sudan, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe, and 
one Caribbean country with a strong historical and cultural connection with Africa, that being St Vincent and the 
Grenadines. Contestants were judged primarily on their commitment to work on a socioeconomic issue that will 
contribute towards the advancement of the Western Australian African community. 

This year’s winner was Kenya’s Shiko Kariuki, who not only took out the title of Miss Africa Perth 2016, but also 
Miss Personality and Miss Popularity. The Miss Popularity award is one conferred following a vote of her co-
participants in the quest. Shiko will spend her first year becoming a youth ambassador, promoting a positive image 
of Africa and the WA African community to the wider community. As with previous winners of the title, she will 
work to further contribute to community building and participate in organising projects for the benefit of her 
community and for those in need of support. She will also be watched by many future Miss Africa Perth 
contestants, and her achievements will inspire, encourage and empower them. I congratulate all finalists on their 
achievement and thank Dr Casta Tungaraza for initiating this event, and for successfully running the Miss Africa 
Perth program for the last 10 years. 
 

 [1] 


	MISS AFRICA PERTH 2016 — SHIKO KARIUKI
	Statement by Minister for Commerce


